
Support for the “Don’t Weaponize the IRS Act” 

 

“Americans should not be targeted simply due to the views they hold, political or otherwise.  

Unfortunately, we've seen in the past exactly what happens when the federal government is 

empowered to go after people for just that.  Senator Braun's leadership in preventing the federal 

government from weaponizing the IRS against its own citizens is not only laudable, but critical 

to the preservation of our constitutionally-guaranteed rights.” – Adam Brandon, President, 

FreedomWorks 
 

“Senator Braun and Senator McConnell should be applauded for introducing the Don’t 

Weaponize the IRS Act.  The IRS has an extensive track record of ineptitude, incompetence, and 

targeting taxpayers based on their political beliefs.  This bill will codify important protections for 

non-profit organizations irrespective of their political affiliation and ensure that the IRS has one 

less tool to harass Americans that are exercising their first amendment rights.” – Grover 

Norquist, President, Americans for Tax Reform 

 

“The IRS should not be the speech police, and the ‘Don’t Weaponize the IRS Act’ would make 

sure it isn’t.  The bill is good for both free speech and good government.  It would encourage 

more Americans to join and support nonprofits by protecting their personal information from 

prying bureaucrats.  The IRS itself has said collecting this information is an unnecessary burden. 

Senator Braun’s bill offers an alternative to efforts to politicize and weaponize the IRS, like H.R. 

1 and S. 1, and lets the agency focus on providing taxpayer service and fair enforcement of the 

tax laws.  The Institute for Free Speech appreciates the efforts of Senator Braun, Leader 

McConnell, and the other cosponsors of this bill for supporting Americans’ privacy rights.” – 

David Keating, President, Institute for Free Speech 
 

“People shouldn’t have to choose between supporting a cause and becoming a political target. 

Stripping people of their privacy makes it easier for politicians of all stripes to monitor, 

intimidate, and silence people who join movements those in power oppose.  This bill protects the 

rights of all Americans to support the causes they care about.  And we are proud to stand in 

support of it.” – Brent Wm. Gardner, Chief Government Affairs Officer, Americans for 

Prosperity 

 

“Transparency is for government and privacy is for people.  The ‘Don’t Weaponize the IRS Act’ 

is important legislation that will ensure the IRS does not collect and store nonprofit donors’ 

private information – information the IRS does not need to enforce tax code.  This prevents the 

IRS from becoming the ‘speech police’ and infringing on Americans’ constitutionally protected 

activities and beliefs.” – Heather Lauer, Executive Director, People United for Privacy 

 

“We support the Don’t Weaponize the IRS Act to codify the May 2020 rule that ended the forced 

disclosure of private donor lists.  This information had no legitimate use -- but was frequently 

subject to misuse and abuse.  The ‘transparency’ rationale put forward by Democrats is a dead 

giveaway—confidential information can’t be transparent unless it is improperly and illegally 

leaked.” – Phil Kerpen, President, American Commitment 

 



“AMAC Action is pleased to support the Don’t Weaponize the IRS Act.  This legislation is 

necessary to safeguard people’s privacy rights and ensure that Americans do not become 

political targets simply because they take an opposing position to that of those who are currently 

in power.” – Bob Carlstrom, President, AMAC Action 

 

“While Democrats push their dream bill, the Corrupt Politicians Act (S. 1) to put Americans who 

support conservative organizations on a list to be targeted by the woke mob, Senator Braun is 

pushing back.  The Don’t Weaponize the IRS Act is a welcome defense of Americans’ First 

Amendment right to freely associate with groups that align with their values.  No American 

should fear government retribution based on their religious or political beliefs, and this 

legislation helps prevent a repeat of the Obama-era IRS targeting scandal.” – Garrett Bess, Vice 

President, Heritage Action for America 
 

“The Council for Citizens Against Government Waste strongly supports the ‘Don’t Weaponize 

the IRS Act,’ introduced by Sen. Mike Braun and Republican Leader Mitch McConnell.  The 

legislation will codify IRS rules that prevent nonprofit organizations from being subject to 

intrusive and partisan IRS interference with their First Amendment rights.  S. 1 and H.R. 1 

include provisions that would begin to undermine that rule as part of a larger effort to regulate 

political activity and free speech.  Sens. Braun and McConnell should be commended for 

introducing this legislation.” – Tom Schatz, Council for Citizens Against Government Waste 

 

“To protect the interests of taxpayers, the IRS's authority must have appropriate guardrails.  The 

Don't Weaponize the IRS Act helps limit the agency's ability to engage in politically motivated 

attacks against non-profit organizations.  National Taxpayers Union is proud to endorse this 

legislation.” – Brandon Arnold, Executive Vice President, National Taxpayers Union 

 

 
 


